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Introduction

Structuralist criticism represents a significant branch within literary text analysis, with Roland Barthes
(1915-1980) recognized as a foundational figure in this school of thought. His theoretical framework,
referred to as the "five narrative codes," facilitates a comprehensive exploration and analysis of texts
through various lenses, including hermeneutic, proairetic, connotation, cultural, and symbolism. This
descriptive-analytical research focuses on examining the structural elements of the inaugural story from
Hoda Barakat's Bareed Al-Layl (The Night Mail) utilizing Barthes' theoretical constructs. The current
paper articulates how the author employs sub-narratives presented through letters while highlighting
deficiencies in familial patterns and addressing themes such as war's impact and deprivation—factors
contributing to the protagonist's psychologically imbalanced character layers. The study identifies five
key elements (action, enigma, connotation, cultural context, and symbolism) within the narrative
framework of the initial story. It concludes that Barakat enhances her educational themes through
proverbs and religious convictions while reflecting on the protagonist's actions that align with her
narrative strategy (Miremadi, 2005:52). Furthermore, it notes how meaningful elements enable indirect
character introductions to readers (Payandeh, 2018:224). The analysis also delves into how symbolic
codes shape textual construction through binary oppositions and how cultural codes reveal underlying
cultural significances.

Methodology

In this study, employing Roland Barthes' code theory, an examination is conducted to uncover and
illustrate evidence from the initial story of Hoda Barakat's novel Bareed Al-Layl, which reflects this
quintuple code. The research highlights the signs that the author inadvertently utilizes from these codes.
By employing tables and categorizing evidence, a textual analysis is performed, with subsequent
categorizations addressing implicit meanings that may indicate the author's engagement with this
theoretical framework. These tables elucidate symbolic codes that pertain to binary oppositions,
followed by instances of symbols that the author has embedded within the narrative through epistolary
elements. The analysis proceeds to explore additional codes, supported by textual evidence derived
from Hoda Barakat's narrative.

Results

This examination revealed various elements within its framework. Initially, concerning the hermeneutic
code, a central enigma arose regarding why a migrant would initiate writing a letter when they are
aware that no recipient exists in the outside world to receive it. Additionally, due to the non-linear
portrayal of time within the narrative, establishing clear beginnings and endings becomes problematic.
Early in the novel, readers encounter answers to some questions; however, others are elucidated by its
conclusion through different codes. Within the action code, a pivotal aspect identified was how the
protagonist begins their letter with romantic undertones, which leads readers to anticipate a sequence of
events following this tone. Nonetheless, according to Barthes' framework—which includes an element
termed "surprise"—the narrative subsequently introduces an entirely different theme: reflections on
maternal behavior during the protagonist's childhood. The connotative code emerges as particularly
significant within this narrative since all events and characters—both primary and secondary—embody
implicit meanings. Notably, it was established that the character playing a central role in narrating and
developing the story is an "Arab migrant,” who remains unnamed throughout; thus, all aspects of the
novel center around him. The author's deliberate choice not to assign an identity or name to this crucial
character highlights thematic depth and complexity within the narrative. Amongst key interpretations
derived from this text are expressions such as "kainatun bila jins," indicating women's diminished
significance in war-affected regions and implying that women in such contexts can no longer be
acknowledged for their feminine qualities—as if they have never possessed them at all. In terms of
symbolic codes, several significant symbols emerged: letters represent all unexpressed thoughts of an
Arab migrant while a European beloved symbolizes an idealized land abundant with peace and all
desirable attributes sought by individuals. The symbolic contrasts further delineate conflicts between



the protagonist's identity and that of his beloved as complementary figures. At a cultural level, it can be
asserted that prevailing ideologies—reflected through authorial commentary on character conditions—
emphasize resistance to oppression, condemnation of oppressive rulers, and an elevation of freedom as
core values.

Conclusion

According to Roland Barthes' model, the signs associated with the five narrative codes in Hoda
Barakat's first story from Bareed Al-Layl emerge from the interplay between Eastern and Western
cultures. The author successfully attains the text's ultimate aim without making specific references to
names, characters, or contexts. By leveraging a variety of sub-narratives to convey profound themes
such as war, migration, and alienation, she establishes a compelling credibility within her narrative.
Notably, one of the literary strengths of this novel lies in its innovative narrative structure presented
through an epistolary form, alongside character portrayals that do not explicitly identify individual
traits or fully delineate settings. A critical outcome of this analysis is a detailed examination of how
Barakat employs sub-narratives within letter writing for both character development and the
conceptualization of social issues like war and refugee experiences. Furthermore, it was identified that
the central figure in both narration and storytelling is the "Arab migrant,” who remains unnamed
throughout; thus, all aspects of the novel are centered around him. The decision not to provide a name
or identity for this essential character highlights both thematic depth and the multilayered quality
inherent in the narrative.
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