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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The field of social semiotics, a branch of semiotics, focuses on revealing

. concealed meanings within texts. Pierre Guiraud, a notable theorist in this

Research Article gjscipline, distinguishes between two categories of social signs: those related to
identity and those pertaining to social etiquette. Given their intrinsic link to

society, social novels are rich in such signs. In Dafatir al-Warragq (Notebooks of

the Bookseller), the narrative highlights injustices prevalent in Jordanian

society, portraying the anguish endured by marginalized individuals oppressed

by powerful figures. The author aims to depict issues such as poverty,

Received: corruption, and unemployment—common afflictions faced by many in the
14/11/2024 Third World. This study seeks to clarify the social signs present in Dafatir al-

Warraq, authored by Jalal Barjas, through the lens of Pierre Guiraud's social
Accepted: semiotic theory, employing a descriptive-analytical approach. Findings reveal
24/12/2024 that Barjas effectively incorporates both identity signs and elements of social

etiquette to illustrate various economic, cultural, and social challenges within
Jordanian society. Notably, specific identity markers—such as clothing, food
choices, and professions—alongside certain aspects of social etiquette like
speech tone—have proven particularly impactful in conveying societal
disparities. In signs such as place, occupation, non-verbal signs and tone of
speech, Barjas has been able to establish harmony between these signs with the
economic and social standings of the characters and illustrate their reciprocal
effects on one another.
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Introduction

Pierre Guiraud is recognized as a prominent theorist in semiotics. His theory of social semiotics posits
that social signs and codes convey information about individuals, groups, and their interrelations
(Guiraud, 2001: 116). The field of social semiotics examines society or culture as a system of meanings
that interacts reciprocally with language (Ahmad, 2001: 51). More precisely, it concentrates on how
individuals employ semiotic resources in diverse manners and degrees within specific contexts of social
activities and institutions (van Leeuwen, 2016: 15). Guiraud divides social signs into two primary
categories: identity signs and signs of social etiquette. Within his framework, "signs" and "indices"
denote markers of an individual's identity and their belonging to a particular social or economic group.
He asserts that enduring human relationships are often accompanied by transient connections that vary
according to individuals and circumstances. These transient connections represent the signs of social
etiquette (Guiraud, 2001: 117 and 120).

Methodology

Social novels typically reflect the cultural, social, political, and economic contexts of the societies
where their authors live. As a result, social signs can be prominently represented in these works. Each
piece of writing conveys a message to its audience through various signs. In Dafatir al-Warraqg, Jalal
Barjas employs these signs to illustrate distressing portrayals of Jordanian society. The narrative
includes events that predominantly occurred in Jordan between 1947 and 2019. This research will
analyze social semiotics through a descriptive-analytical approach grounded in Pierre Guiraud's theory.
The initial phase involves establishing the theoretical framework using both library and online
resources, after which key examples from Dafatir al-Warrag will be identified and examined based on
the themes associated with identity signs and social etiquette.

Findings

1. The identity signs present in this novel include:

Names and Titles: Names and titles signify an individual's affiliation with a family, profession, or
physical category (ibid: 118). For instance, the name "Ibrahim™ aligns with the protagonist's character
in Dafatir al-Warrag. The name "Ibrahim" translates to "father of many" or "exalted father" (Ansari and
Sherkat Eftekhar, 2015: 28). Ibrahim's commitment to supporting homeless youth reflects this meaning
within his character as depicted in the story.

Place: The categorization of cities into neighborhoods and streets represents a system of signification
(Guiraud, 2001: 119), establishing a semantic relationship between characters and their environments
(Fowler, 2008: 61). One example from the novel illustrates how place functions as a social sign by
depicting poor youth living in an abandoned house near downtown that provides shelter for homeless
teenagers.

Occupation: Guiraud identifies this sign of identity as "occupational group" (Guiraud, 2001: 118).
Within this narrative, individuals' occupations are crucial for illustrating their social class. For example,
Ayad Nabil is portrayed as an influential political figure who owns a factory, whereas other homeless
youths sustain themselves through begging and street vending.

Food: Food serves as a significant marker for determining group identities and behavioral customs
(ibid: 125). The type of food represents identity signs; however, serving styles and dining etiquette fall
under social etiquette. Barjas highlights food types to demonstrate class differences within Jordanian
society; for instance, white wine and exclusive dishes symbolize identity for the affluent class—names
unknown to those from lower socioeconomic backgrounds.

Uniform: Character attire is a meaningful and symbolic aspect that enhances our comprehension of
signs (Javadi Yeganeh and Jashfi, 2007: 62). In one instance from the narrative, lbrahim wears new
clothing despite his lack of wealth, leading others to mistakenly perceive him as affluent. Clothing acts
as a vital sign that influences how society views individuals’ social status and identity.



Religion: Religion can be regarded as a fundamental source of community identity (Mansournejad,
2006: 31); however, some individuals feign religiosity. An example from the novel illustrates Ayad
Nabil's display of piety as a political figure—a guise he employs to further his personal ambitions.

2. The signs of social etiquette present in this novel include:

Tone of Speech: Guiraud identifies "tone of speech™ as one of the most prevalent forms of expression,
which can range from "casual," "respectful,” "humorous,” "authoritative," to "gentle" (Guiraud, 2001:
121). For example, in the novel, Ibrahim, who has experienced poverty until now, speaks with a polite
tone mixed with pride while wearing expensive clothing. His tone acts as a sign that encourages others
to respond to his requests with warmth and respect.

Insult: An “insult" represents a sign rooted in animosity (ibid: 121). In one part of the novel, Leyli, a
girl from an orphanage, is derogatorily called a "bastard" by a taxi driver. This term signifies an insult
that Leyli endures because of her background in an orphanage.

Non-verbal Signs: The study of "non-verbal communication" encompasses movements and includes
analyzing facial expressions, gestures, and dance (ibid: 121). In one example from the narrative, rural
students dressed in patched clothing are shocked upon seeing their urban classmates who appear tidy
and well-groomed. This uncomfortable feeling is vividly expressed through their eyes and facial
expressions as a social sign.

Conclusion

Within this novel, names serve as identity markers that are carefully chosen to align with character
functions while evoking concepts indicative of the challenging social and economic conditions faced by
the author's society, as well as some characters' attempts to improve these situations. Furthermore, in
Dafatir al-Warraq, the author seeks to depict the social identities of both the affluent class and the
underprivileged by illustrating and comparing two different types of locations, thereby emphasizing
inequality within Jordanian society. The characters' occupations are highlighted as significant identity
markers by the author. He has titled the novel based on the job of its main character (Dafatir al-Warrag:
Notebooks of the Bookseller), aiming to show that prestigious occupations are typically associated with
wealthy individuals. The depiction of food types consumed by both upper and lower classes also serves
to illustrate class disparities between impoverished and affluent groups. In this narrative, clothing
symbolizes individuals' identities and social strata; through descriptions of attire, the author conveys
instances of poverty or wealth while clarifying their occupational roles and social positions.
Additionally, religion is presented as a crucial sign of social identity within this novel, often appearing
in two forms: 1) rigor and extremism in religious observances, and 2) hypocrisy and superficial piety
utilized by influential figures as a mask to preserve their societal standing.

Concerning social etiquette signs within this narrative, it has been determined that the author links tone
of speech and non-verbal cues to characters' economic circumstances and social identities. The
derogatory terms used by men toward women and girls reveal that in this society, insulting women
forms part of a traditional Arab cultural identity rooted in customs from the Jahiliyyah era.
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