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An understanding of contemporary semantic methodologies and their
applicability to religious texts allows readers to gain deeper insights into
the layers of meaning derived from the speaker's intent; however, not all
modern semantic approaches are suitable for religious texts.
Categorization, a topic within cognitive linguistics, investigates how
vocabulary expands semantically through radial network theory
in discourse contexts, focusing on "text semantics" by exploring different
textual layers. The radial network centers around a core meaning known
as a prototype. This study analyzes and critiques the abstract notion of
contemplation within the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha by
employing a descriptive-analytical methodology alongside a synchronic
semantic perspective that emphasizes relational semantics. Since
contemplation is classified as one of human cognitive actions,
understanding its associated semantic network is crucial. Findings indicate
that in Nahj al-Balagha, contemplation can be examined through both
direct and indirect approaches, with componential analysis showing
variability based on specific instances. Foresight and considerations about
life's end are central meanings for both contemplation and management.
These terms embody abstract concepts within their contexts, acquiring
referential significance, especially in “"management of martyrs" and
"management of eunuchs.” The adaptability of contemplation reflects its
fluidity in meaning, while the lexical expansion of management surpasses
that of contemplation, existing within consensual and oppositional
clusters.
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Introduction

Nahj al-Balagha is the primary source for understanding Imam Ali's framework focused on
character-building and civilization based on Islamic principles. It contains key expressions
crucial to the book's conceptual structure and transmission of Imam Ali's core ideas. The
concept of contemplation is significant within its semantic system and worldview due to its
epistemological dimension and roots in human cognition. Despite its significance, the
concept of contemplation in Imam Ali's framework has not been thoroughly explored. This
research investigates "contemplation” within Nahj al-Balagha using categorization theory,
identifying core meanings and their relationships to other meanings based on proximity and
inclusion criteria. "The semantic feature theory not only delineates the components of each
meaning but also demonstrates how components change due to shifts in word meanings"
(Mokhtar Omar, 2006 M, P 102). In this approach, categorization considers the prototypical
meaning or prototype as the criterion for linguistic elements, "serving as a hypothetical
concept regarded as the most salient unit of a semantic domain "(Safavi, 2007 M, P106) It
forms the foundation for inferring conceptual relationships between words in a semantic
network.

Given the dynamism of religious texts and the concept of contemplation, researchers
have focused on this area. For example, Farideh Amini's (2022 M) study on the root
"dabbara" in the Holy Quran explores how schemas of force, motion, and process contribute
to the semantic expansion of this root, although its content does not overlap with the present
research. Similarly, Nasrollah Shameli and Farzaneh Haji Ghasemi's (2017 M) study on the
meaning of "seeing" in Nahj al-Balagha's sermons, based on frame semantics, reached
semantic frames such as visual-perceptual, understanding, thinking, and even different
frames from the verb "ra'a” (to see).

In light of the importance and necessity of this research, the main body of the article
proceeds based on answering three key questions:

How is the core or prototype in the abstract concept of contemplation determined within
the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha?

What concepts are entailed by the semantic expansion of contemplation in Nahj al-
Balagha based on the radial network model?

On which new meanings are the inclusive and metaphorical extensions resulting from the
flexibility of the core meaning applied?

Methodology

The analysis of Nahj al-Balagha's semantic system reveals that Imam Ali did not restrict his
expression of the abstract concept of contemplation solely to its derivations from "dabar."
Instead, he elaborated on this notion using various words, phrases, and sentences. Thus,
within Nahj al-Balagha's worldview, contemplation represents a cognitive process that
encompasses a series of vocabulary. While this research does not primarily focus on
"contemplation,” it aims to analyze Nahj al-Balagha through the lens of categorization
theory, which explores semantic expansion via radial networks. The objective is to delineate
the semantic network, conceptual relationships, and extended meanings associated with
contemplation about its prototype meaning. This study prioritizes uncovering the semantic
network of contemplation through content analysis as its main criterion, although attention to
content may vary in intensity. Utilizing a library-based data collection method alongside a
descriptive-analytical approach and a synchronic semantic perspective, it focuses on co-



hyponymy and contextual collocation along a horizontal axis. The research seeks to identify
the core or prototype meaning of contemplation within Nahj al-Balagha's semantic
framework while illustrating its semantic expansion according to the radial network model.
Furthermore, it will articulate new meanings arising from the flexibility of core meaning
across two dimensions: inclusive and metaphorical expansion.

Results

The application of categorization theory to the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha has
resulted in a new semantic network derived from its internal context, highlighting the text's
dynamism. Research on the abstract concept of contemplation indicates that when this
concept is discussed, the term itself is not definitive; instead, it represents an abstract idea
based on acquiring key semantic components such as "foresight and end-of-life
consideration,” which constitute its core meaning. Additional meanings emerge from this
concept's flexibility. In Nahj al-Balagha's linguistic context, contemplation varies according
to specific instances. Thus, both positive and negative connotations are inferred within
consensual and oppositional clusters, along with an expansion of core meaning focused on
inclusive and metaphorical dimensions that reflect fluidity in interpretation.

A comparison between "contemplation” and "management” reveals that both share an
equal core meaning; however, "management™ has diverged significantly from this core and
undergone more modifications than "contemplation.” From a word-centric viewpoint,
metaphorical expansion applies solely to "management,” whereas "contemplation” advances
through inclusive expansion. Moreover, when "management” departs from its abstract
definition, it aligns with contrasting semantic categories. The term "contemplation™ pertains
specifically to believers but is designated for them alone; conversely, "management” relates
more closely to God's governance and other negative connotations. The concept of
contemplation within Nahj al-Balagha experiences both elevation and degradation across
various contexts. The lowest point of degradation correlates with "management,” while peak
elevation is articulated through the active form of "contemplation.”
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The semantics surrounding Nahj al-Balagha illustrate a significant expansion in the
meaning of contemplation. This adaptability of core meaning produces various
interpretations, including “the contemplator,” “the contemplation of believers,” “the

and “the management of hypocrites.” Additionally, terms like

i)

contemplation of martyrs,’
“scheming,” “lack of insight,” and “managing affairs” emerge as new meanings. Distinctions
among these interpretations manifest through both inclusive and metaphorical expansions;
for instance, “scheming” and “lack of insight” represent metaphorical extensions relative to
the core meaning, while other meanings align more closely with prototype status.



Furthermore, dominion and command are elastic interpretations derived from the essence of
management. The notion of contemplation in Imam Ali's discourse oscillates between
abstract non-referential qualities and concrete referential attributes, particularly evident in
contexts such as “the management of martyrs” and “the management of eunuchs.” This
fluidity highlights the dynamic nature of language in conveying complex ideas, allowing for
a rich tapestry of meanings that reflect the depth of Imam Ali's thoughts and teachings within
the context of Nahj al-Balagha. The interplay between these meanings enriches our
understanding of contemplation as a multifaceted concept.

Conclusion

The primary objective of this research is to outline the scope of the abstract concept of
"contemplation” within the semantic framework of Nahj al-Balagha based on categorization
theory. Investigations reveal that the research background has no overlap with the subject
matter under discussion, which can be explained through the following studies:

The 2013 article "The Semantic Domain of Contemplation in the Holy Quran™ did not
focus on central meaning, substitution relationships, or opposition. Instead, it examined
contemplation about specific words, emphasizing its association with believers while
categorizing polytheists, hypocrites, and disbelievers as examples of its negative form (lack
of contemplation). In contrast, the present research, drawing on Imam Ali's words, considers
contemplation to encompass both groups. Additionally, the 2017 thesis "Al-Mustalah al-
Qur'ani al-Tadabbur — Anmudhajan — Dirasah Mustalahiyyah" analyzed substitutes for
contemplation in the Quran and does not overlap with this research. In the 2022 article
"Visual Schemas and Their Role in the Formation of Radial Networks: A Case Study of the
Root 'Dabbara’ in the Holy Quran," the authors, relying on the morphological derivatives of
this lexical entry, believe that the schemas of force, motion, and process are active in the
semantic expansion of this root. The content of this work has no overlap with the present
research. Studies on the concept of contemplation in the Quran have not explored the
polysemy and semantic chain related to this abstract idea, focusing instead on contextual
synonymy. Since contemplation is a human cognitive act, outlining its radial network and
deducing its lexical scope from Imam Ali's discourse in consensual and oppositional clusters
enhances the significance of this subject. This exploration emphasizes both inclusive and
metaphorical expansions, contributing to a deeper understanding of contemplation within the
broader semantic framework.
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