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Yusuf Sibai (1917-1978), a distinguished modern Egyptian novelist, intricately
illustrates the challenges faced by Egyptian society in his narratives. In his
novel "Ard El-Nefaaq," he skillfully depicts the ethical and social dilemmas
confronting his community through the perspective of a problematic hero set
within a fantasy framework. This descriptive and analytical research delves
into this hero using Lucien Goldmann's sociological lens. In fact, in social
novels, we witness the emergence of heroes who, in addition to thinking deeply
about their actions and motivations, are pragmatic and do not focus only on
achieving a heroic goal. Rather, by adhering to true principles and values and
criticizing and confronting the social and political structures that govern
society, they also make confronting complex social problems and realities their
main focus and seek to eliminate moral anomalies, and in this way they face
numerous challenges. The results reveal that the author himself represents a
troubled character who grapples with reviving values and moral principles
within a decaying society. Originating from the middle class, he constructs a
positive hero marked by internal conflict and an emotional desire for
immediate access to qualitative values that transcend individualism. As a
result, he identifies social challenges and moral failings—especially hypocrisy
and deceit—pervasive throughout various layers of his devalued society. He
addresses these complex societal issues in a diminished capacity, employing
moral elixirs as a means of confrontation. Despite his relentless attempts to
reform this objectified community, he ultimately faces failure and alienation,
compelling him to tackle the ethical shortcomings and social crises of his
deteriorating society through unconventional strategies.
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Introduction

This article begins by examining Goldmann's theoretical principles concerning evolutionary
structuralism and its application to the novel, with a particular focus on the concept of the
problematic hero. We will analyze this problematic hero within Yusuf Sibai's novel "Ard EI-
Nefaag," thereby revealing the underlying social and political structures of Egyptian society
during the late 1940s.

The research aims to address two key questions:

1. What values does the problematic hero strive to achieve according to Lucien Goldmann's
theoretical framework?

2. What journey does this hero undertake in pursuit of these values, and how does he bring
them to fruition?

Methodology

This descriptive and analytical study begins by examining Goldmann's theoretical principles
concerning evolutionary structuralism and its relevance to the novel, with a specific focus on
the concept of the problematic hero. We will analyze this problematic hero in Yusuf Sibai's
novel "Ard El-Nefaaq," thereby revealing the concealed aspects of the social and political
framework of Egyptian society during the late 1940s.

Results

The analysis of the problematic hero in "Ard El-Nefaag," informed by Goldmann's
sociological viewpoints, demonstrates how Sibai adeptly articulates his social anxieties
through this character while humorously revealing the underlying issues plaguing Egyptian
society at the close of the 1940s. The journey undertaken by this problematic hero can be
outlined as follows:

As a typical middle-class employee, this hero navigates between two social strata—the lower
and upper classes—while searching for authentic values that have largely diminished in his
society. Although he recognizes the causes of these societal challenges, he feels powerless to
confront them directly. Consequently, he resorts to a diminished approach by utilizing elixirs
of courage and nobility to first revive authentic values within himself and subsequently
restore these virtues in a society where all values are primarily focused on wealth
accumulation and social status.

In striving to actualize these authentic values, this problematic hero critiques his nation's
leaders. Through such criticism, he portrays both the dire circumstances faced by the
oppressed class and highlights the relative comfort enjoyed by those in power alongside their
neglect of marginalized individuals. Echoing Goldmann's critical insights, he underscores
how wealth derived from widespread poverty frequently shapes the morals and ideologies of
ruling classes. Nonetheless, he also addresses instances where ordinary people fail to take
action in situations where they could potentially resolve their own challenges.

In his quest for transformation within a devalued society—encompassing both oppressed
individuals and those in power—this problematic hero engages in persistent individual
efforts that lead him to endure considerable hardships across various environments: at home,
in professional settings, during interactions with those living in poverty, and while opposing
government officials.

Despite his earnest endeavors within his community, this hero grapples with internal
discontent and an emotional yearning for direct access to qualitative values that transcend



individual concerns. Ultimately facing frustration and alienation from society, he is forced to
adopt diminished tactics; he strives to impart moral elixirs into his community by any means
necessary to free it from hypocrisy and deceit so that its members may enjoy a peaceful
existence.

Conclusion

The analysis of the problematic hero in "Ard El-Nefaag,"” informed by Goldmann's
sociological insights, demonstrates how Sibai skillfully articulates his social anxieties
through this character while humorously revealing the underlying issues afflicting Egyptian
society at the end of the 1940s. The journey undertaken by this problematic hero can be
summarized as follows:

As a typical middle-class employee, this hero navigates between two social strata—the lower
and upper classes—while searching for authentic values that have largely faded in his
society. Although he recognizes the causes behind these societal challenges, he feels
powerless to confront them directly. Consequently, he resorts to a diminished approach by
utilizing elixirs of courage and nobility to first revive authentic values within himself and
subsequently restore these virtues in a community where all values are primarily focused on
wealth accumulation and social status.

In striving to actualize these authentic values, this problematic hero critiques his nation's
leaders. Through such criticism, he portrays both the dire circumstances faced by the
oppressed class and highlights the relative comfort enjoyed by those in power alongside their
neglect of marginalized individuals. Echoing Goldmann's critical insights, he underscores
how wealth derived from widespread poverty frequently shapes the morals and ideologies of
ruling classes. Nonetheless, he also addresses instances where ordinary people fail to take
action in situations where they could potentially resolve their own challenges.

In pursuit of transformation within a devalued society—encompassing both oppressed
individuals and those in power—this problematic hero engages in persistent individual
efforts that lead him to endure considerable hardships across various environments: at home,
in professional settings, during interactions with those living in poverty, and while opposing
government officials.

As noted by Goldmann, this hero seeks true values within his degraded society through
diminished means. The quest for these values may be viewed as diminished because this
troubled character attempts to achieve authentic values not through conventional pathways
but rather through unconventional methods such as utilizing moral elixirs. Essentially, Sibai
himself embodies a problematic figure who finds no viable path for reviving values and
moral virtues within his corrupt society. This results in him crafting a positive hero from the
middle class who grapples with internal dissatisfaction and an emotional yearning for direct
access to qualitative values beyond individual concerns. Ultimately frustrated and alienated
from his community despite his earnest efforts, he resorts to diminished tactics; striving to
impart moral elixirs into his society by any means necessary to liberate it from hypocrisy and
deceit so that its members may enjoy a peaceful existence.
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