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For Jung, the archetype refers to the inherent structural tendencies that reflect the
collective unconscious content, which has evolved over many years through the
accumulation of psychological experiences in the human unconscious. He has
defined archetypes for patterns of human thought and instinctive behavior, such as
the Persona, Shadow, Anima, Animus, and Self. As the most deep-rooted
archetype, the Shadow plays a crucial role in personality development and
generally refers to an individual's wicked thoughts and animal instincts that they
hide from others. Since the experiences and knowledge of ancestors lie hidden in
the collective unconscious, influencing human thoughts and actions, and often
manifesting through literary creations - a common thread among individuals,
especially literary creators - this study critically analyzes Muhammad Afifi Matar's
diwan "Malamih min al-Wajh al-Ambidhtiqlist" through the lens of Jung's Shadow
archetype using descriptive analysis and critique. It explores this archetype and
how its implications and manifestations take various forms. The research findings
reveal that the shadows of the powerful and sycophantic power-worshippers are
embodied as cruelty, betrayal, etc., while the shadows of the masses and society
manifest as denial, revenge, etc. Predominantly, the negative aspects of this
archetype are exhibited in the poet's verses, without offering solutions to transcend
their negative implications. Instead, the poet seems to have partly fulfilled his
responsibility of awakening the nation's youth to the oppression and suffocation
prevalent in society and instilling a sense of struggle for freedom and justice.
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Introduction

The aim of this research is to evaluate Muhammad Afifi Matar's diwan
"Malamih min al-Wajh al-Ambidhiiglisi" through the lens of Carl Jung's
Shadow archetype, and by examining the implications of this archetype, "to
arrive at a vivid portrayal of human character from the poet's perspective,
considering the collective unconscious." (Saqali, 2020: 19)

Theoretical Framework: Jung's archetypes, which are innate and
comprehensive patterns of human behavior and personality, refer to inherent
structural tendencies that reflect the contents of the collective unconscious.
These have evolved over many years through the accumulation of
psychological experiences in the human unconscious. Jung has defined
archetypes for patterns of human thought and instinctive behavior, such as the
Persona, Shadow, Anima, Animus, and Self. As the most deep-rooted
archetype, the Shadow plays a crucial role in personality development and
generally refers to an individual's wicked thoughts and animal instincts that they
hide from others. This archetype encompasses aspects that are unacceptable not
only to society but also to the individual's own ethics and values, and is often
described as the darker half of the psyche, representing savagery, turmoil, and
the unknown.

Research Questions:

1. How does the Shadow archetype manifest itself in the poet's verses?
2. Which positive or negative dimension of this archetype has a higher
frequency, or is only one aspect of it reflected and manifested?

Research Hypotheses:

In the verses of the aforementioned poet, there exist words and phrases that
align with Jung's Shadow archetype. It appears that the poet intends to present
himself as a contemplative individual to society by introducing novel
perspectives. Predominantly, the negative facets of the Shadow are exhibited in
his poetry, with seldom any attention paid to its positive aspects.

Regarding prior research, it is worth noting that after searching through
numerous domestic and international academic repositories, no work was found
that completely aligns with the title and subject of this study.



Methodology:

The research methodology employed in this study is descriptive-analytical,
based on library research. The scope of the research is an examination of Carl
Jung's psychological concept of the Shadow in Muhammad Afifi Matar's diwan
"Malamih min al-Wajh al-Ambidhuqlist".

Importance and Necessity of the Research: Considering that the experiences
and knowledge of ancestors lie hidden in the collective unconscious of
humanity, influencing human thoughts and actions, and often manifesting
through literary creations —a commonality among many individuals, especially
literary creators; therefore, the aforementioned diwan is critically analyzed
through the lens of Jung's Shadow archetype. It explores this archetype and how
its implications and manifestations take various forms. By employing
psychoanalytic criticism, it undertakes an analysis of the different facets of this
archetype. In addition to uncovering the aesthetic brilliance of this poet's work,
it aims to determine the extent to which this archetype aligns with Carl Jung's
theories in the poet's verses. Ultimately, it seeks to comprehend how this
psychological technique manifests itself in the poet's collective unconscious, in
accordance with Jung's views.

Results:

The research findings reveal that Afifi Matar's poetry exhibits a high frequency
of archetypal usage, including the Shadow archetype. According to Carl Jung's
theory, Afifi Matar's verses contain words and phrases representing the
Shadow, which has both positive and negative dimensions. On one hand, his
poetry predominantly exhibits the negative aspects, paying less attention to the
positive facets. On the other hand, by examining the usage of this archetype and
its meanings, one can argue that these poems generally do not allude to
suppression or repression. Instead, valuable steps have been taken towards
attaining moderation, utilizing the archetype to manifest the thoughts of rulers,
authorities, and the Egyptian masses. On one side, the poet aims to fulfill his
role of guiding and instructing the people. On the other, he intends to present
the criminal aspects of rulers and officials to the public, especially the youth,
so that through greater comprehension of realities, they may aspire to create an
epic and seek to change the status quo. However, the shadows of the powerful
and sycophantic power-worshippers are embodied as cruelty, betrayal, etc.,
while the shadows of the masses and society manifest as denial, revenge, etc.



No solution is offered for transcending these negative implications; rather, the
discussion remains limited to stating the issue.

It seems that "the poet has partly fulfilled his responsibility admirably by
awakening society and the nation's youth to the oppression and suffocation
prevalent in society, and instilling a sense of struggle for justice and attaining
freedom." (Mashayekhi, 2023: 85). Among the shadows employed in this poet's
verses, those overshadowing society and the masses are more prominent,
indicating the poet's serious concern over those stances. Overall, the scope of
research in this study extends across two dimensions - the shadows of the ruler
and the ruled (master and subject) - which, despite their contradictions, follow
a unified trajectory, each rooted in their specific circumstances. The poet is
somewhat cognizant of the particularities of those shadows. Moreover,
considering this classification, it is evident that the poet's critical verses stem
from his concern over the society's dire state and opposition to the rulers' flawed
policies. The average frequency of words and phrases aligning with Jung's
Shadow archetype in the mentioned diwan is approximately as follows:

A) Shadows of the masses and society: | B) Shadows of rulers and

(60 percent) sycophants: (40 percent)
1) Shadow of denial: (15 percent) 1) Shadow of cruelty: (10 percent)
2) Shadow of revenge: (15 percent) 2) Shadow of betrayal: (10

3) Shadow of negligence: (15 percent) | percent)
4) Shadow of resentment: (15 percent) | 3) Shadows of corruption: (10
percent)
4) Shadow of insult: (10 percent)

Conclusion:

Based on the findings of this research, it becomes abundantly clear that the
researchers' primary objective in selecting phrases or words aligned with the
Shadow archetype was to employ the techniques of analogy and adaptation in
order to attain a lucid portrayal of human character from the poet's perspective.
This would enable them to evaluate the intellectual dimensions of the poet.
Their other goal was to grasp the poet's ultimate aim, as the poet strives to
examine the implications of this archetype on human societies through this
psychological technique. This is why the poet, on one hand, investigates the
negative shadows of this archetype due to the fear of its consequences, which
generally outweigh its positive aspects. On the other hand, he pays more
attention to the shadows of the masses and society than those of rulers and



sycophants, as he firmly believes that for a nation to flourish, the wicked
shadows of its people and society must first be controlled before eradicating the
shadows of rulers and sycophants. Through these interpretations, one can easily
understand the prevalence of the masses' and society's shadows in the poet's
verses. However, surprisingly, the poet merely states the shadows without
offering an outlet or solution, as if he is teaching the youth how to fish but
leaving the act of catching fish to them.

The research findings align with other studies that primarily elucidate the
manifestation of archetypes and the quality of literary criticism, but rarely
reflect the means of transcending these archetypes and reaching the Self.

It is recommended that this archetype be examined in the poet's other diwans,
as it appears that Jung's other archetypes, especially the Anima, may be
applicable to his poetry.
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